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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – March 2, 2020 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 
occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Robert 
Goodrich, Roberta Visser, Jane Johnson and Linda Hunt.  
 
ABSENT 
None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Planning Director Matthew Bachler, Keith Thibault from the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA), Resident Jim 
Jarzabek  
 
MINUTES 
The members considered the minutes from the meeting of February 2, 2020.  
 

There was a motion by Hunt to approve the minutes of meeting of February 3, 2020. There was a second 
to the motion by Goodrich and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Election of Chair and Vice Chair 
Smith asked for nominations for Chair.  

Hunt moved to nominate Wally Smith as Chair, second by Goodrich and no further discussion. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 
Smith asked for nominations for Vice Chair. There were no nominations. 
 
Public Input 
There was not any at this point. 
 
Irving Gas Station Application/potential aquifer issue 
Smith passed out maps of the location of the proposed gas station near to the aquifer. Bachler said the Planning 
Board only determined the completeness of the application and since it was not complete, then it was not a 
public hearing. He recommended that anyone with concerns should attend the Planning Board meeting of March 
12th. Smith said the aquifer being nearby to the site for the gas station scares him a bit. He also noted need to 
understand the liability issue and whether the applicant has insurance for liability. He said it should be part of the 
application. Bachler said the site plan review doesn’t include elements like insurance. Johnson said that perhaps 
applications should have added to them a question about liability. Smith said he contacted New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) and over the years regulations have been applied to wetlands, 
however, very little about protecting aquifers. Some 30 communities have an aquifer protection ordinance, but 
Swanzey does not. 
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Smith passed out an NH DES Environmental Fact Sheet:  “Preventing Groundwater Contamination at Gas 
Stations – What Municipalities and Water Suppliers Can Do”. Discussion ensued regarding sections of the 
document. Smith said the proposed location of the gas station is about 100 feet away from the aquifer. Smith 
spoke about the amount of liability that should be carried by an applicant for a gas station.  
 
Visser asked how to put this information before the Planning Board. Bachler said the March 12th meeting will have 
the applicant present again in a public hearing. Bachler said the Planning Board cannot deliberate on the 
application until after the application is considered complete. Johnson said many times the Planning Board votes 
that the application is complete when there were issues to be resolved. 
 
Smith suggested that the Town Administrator contact the applicant regarding insurance. Bachler said the Town 
carries insurance. Bachler said the State takes responsibility for regulations for gas stations. Hunt said we have to 
follow the letter of the law and the guidelines given us. Smith focused on mitigating potential loss for the 
community. 
 
Johnson noted Planning Board Chair Glenn Page is concerned about the wetlands at the rear of the property. She 
said she thinks he will see that the application is complete before consideration for approval is considered. 
Bachler said it is appropriate for the Conversation Commission to provide comments to the Planning Board. The 
Commission could ask the Planning Board to review the NH DES Environmental Fact Sheet. Visser asked if the 
Board will make a decision on March 12th. Bachler said Swanzey hasn’t replaced ordinances with some of the 
restrictions noted on the Environmental Fact Sheet and therefore cannot deliberate based on stronger 
restrictions. They must deliberate based on the existing Swanzey regulations. Visser said she thought it would be a 
good idea to provide copies of the Environmental Fact Sheet for information purposes to the Planning Board. 
Johnson said she agreed with Visser.   
 

Motion was made by Johnson to include the NH DES Fact Sheet in the Planning Board meeting packet, 
second by Hunt, and no further discussion, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Johnson suggested the Planning Board and ZBA and Conservation Commission work together to come up with an 
Aquifer Protection ordinance that everyone can agree on. The Commission agreed by consensus and Johnson said 
she would bring that idea to the Planning Board. 
 
Moosewood Ecological, LLC Invoice 
Services rendered: 

 Map development – proposed Irving Gas Station $70 

 Map print job (15 color copies)    $15 
$85 

Motion was made by Goodrich to pay Moosewood Ecological, LLC $85, for invoice dated February 21, 2020 
for map development and map print job, there was a second Hunt, and there was no further discussion. All 
were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Special Exception Application for Avanru Development Group  
Smith said this development has been reduced to 76-unit housing project. Bachler said a Variance is no longer 
needed. Hunt asked where the cars will be parked. Bachler said the project need 152 parking stalls, and he 
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believes that they have sufficient parking now, given the reduction in units. Bachler said he still needs to confirm 
that. 
 
Smith asked if there are any environmental concerns. Bachler said there would be an opportunity to review the 
plans at public meeting at the Planning Board, if the ZBA approves the Special Exception. 
 
Bachler left the meeting at 4:35 pm 
 
Thibault said input from anyone is incredibly valuable. It is important to get across the issues to the members of 
the ZBA. The ZBA gets too little input from members of the community. Thibault can help shape the 
decision-making process and help them make better decisions. Thibault suggested the concerns in email be sent 
to Bachler to include in the ZBA packet. Thibault said information doesn’t have to be delivered in person. There 
was a discussion about the importance of having documentation to support individual decisions from a legal 
perspective. Smith noted that sometimes an application comes up after the Conservation Commission has met 
and therefore unable to comment. Thibault said the Conservation Commission could ask the ZBA for a 
continuance based on a desire to provide more information on the application. 
 
Natural Resources Inventory Phase II – Moosewood Ecological LLC 
Smith passed out copies of the “Recommendations for Conservation Planning” from Moosewood Ecological LLC to 
Thibault and to Jarzabek and also passed out copies of the recommendations as well. Smith referred to doing an 
audit of current zoning regulations to better understand if and how they protect critical natural resources. This 
effort could illuminate land use planning techniques that Swanzey might want to consider. Thibault said the 
Planning Board would be the first group to work toward revised ordinances. Thibault said he would encourage 
conversation. There was a discussion about potential pollution of the aquifer and how important it is to maintain 
a pure water source. 
 
Smith also reviewed the other recommendations from Moosewood Ecological LLC.  
 
New Hampshire Wetlands Rules 
Smith passed out a section of the rules. He referred to involvement of the Conservation Commission for an 
Expedited Wetland application. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Barry Conservation 4-H Camp 
Johnson said the young man who has been awarded the camp experience by the Conservation Commission is fully 
registered for the camp. Deadline for paying the bill is June 2020. Johnson said the family will pay $10 since the 
invoice is $510 and the Commission has already approved the $500 expenditure.  
 
Airport and Groundwater Protection 
Visser spoke about the email Matthew Bachler received from the new Airport Director, David Hickling in regard to 
how the airport is protecting the land from gasoline spills. Visser said the airport has aged without fully 
monitoring containment systems. 
 
Visser passed out an email response from Pierce Rigrod with NH DES about how to develop an aquifer protection 
ordinance. Southwest Region Planning Commission (SWRPC) could provide some help with a way to move 
forward. She said her contact said NH DES is limited as to what can be done. Visser asked about if there is fire, 
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how is the aquifer protected. She said he looked into the monitoring wells, and one tested on July 2019, showed 
14.23 parts per trillion total PFAs found in one well. She said the State lowered the maximum levels for pollutants 
but there has been a court injunction to prohibit lowering the max levels.  
 
There was a discussion about how to get an ordinance onto the Town Warrant.  
 
Johnson recommended a book, “Water Connections” by Jim Rousmaniere that covers water issues all over the 
country. She provided some anecdotes from the book to the group. 
 
Smith asked what the members should do next. There was a discussion with ideas about how to proceed and 
Smith asked the group to think about it and perhaps at the next meeting there can be more discussion that leads 
to next steps. Johnson made some suggestions about having people come and talk to the Planning Board, like 
having SWRPC meet with the Planning Board. 
 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
Smith passed out the report showing the following: 

 Sod Farm Account with balance of $2,865.30 

 Conservation Fund with balance of $66,832.47 

 Conservation Fund (Cresson Forest) with balance of $14,022.20 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion by Johnson to adjourn the meeting. There was a second to the motion by Visser and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


